LNC08023 : Enhancing Science with ICT
Pre-Course Task – Personal ICT Skills audit
This pre-course task is not a test!  It is intended to help everyone on the course – participants and session leaders – to see what range of ICT skills, practices and development needs there are, and potentially provide the means for participants to collaborate and share in their own development.  
Whilst it will not be possible to meet every need on the course, completing the task could also help you afterwards in prioritising and addressing your remaining needs. 
Once completed, please ensure you keep it and bring it along as we will use it during the course.

It will probably be easiest to print out the task first and then handwrite your responses.
Part 1
This part of the task is to get you to reflect on your ICT experience in terms of confidence and familiarity.  You might need to gather your ideas for a few minutes first.  
What to do:  Think about all the ICT which you have experienced either in your school, science department, or at home.  Include those things which you might just have seen fleetingly but have not used yourself.   Write these things on the quadrant diagram to indicate your level of confidence and familiarity.  (Don’t worry about positions within each quadrant; just write them in the 4 quadrants).
Confident = you would be able to use the application or equipment by yourself without assistance.
Familiar = you know (or think you know) what is involved.
As an example, you might see your son or daughter using MSN every night, and hence you are familiar with what this involves; but you might not feel confident about setting it up and using it yourself without assistance.  You would write “MSN” in quadrant 4, to indicate that you are familiar but not confident.
As another example, you have heard of someone linking up to a robotic telescope on the internet, so that pupils can control it themselves to look at astronomical objects.  You don’t know much about this, and don’t feel confident about setting it up without assistance, so you would write “Internet robotic telescope” in quadrant 3, to show that you are not confident and not familiar.
Your name:


Part 2

This part of the task is to extend what you did in part 1, by also considering things you might not have experienced, and to focus in on your development needs as a science educator.  It involves filling in a Venn diagram.  
What to do:
For this part of the task we are only thinking about ICT skills which are relevant to science education – however, that may still include all the ones you identified in part 1.  

The rectangle (the universal set) represents the ICT skills and/or practices used by all science educators.  The left hand circles represent the ones you have experienced yourself.  

1. Green circle, SET A – My current skills/practices, and I don’t think they need developing

In A write down the ICT skills or practices which you are most confident in, as relevant to your 
role as a science educator.  They may be the ones you carry out most often, every day or 
every week, and you are reasonably confident you are performing them well and to a high 
enough level.  (The content of this circle will probably be taken from quadrant 2).
2. Blue circle, SET B – My current skills/practices which I think need some development

In B (but outside A) write down the skills or practices you have, which may be often or seldom 
used, but which you think need developing.  These might be taken from quadrants 3 and 4.  


As an example, you might use powerpoint in class, but feel that you could exploit more of its 
features to “spice up” presentations.
3. Black circle, SET C – Outside my experience and want to develop

In C write down the skills or practices which you consider to be outside your experience as a 
science educator (even though you might use them in another context) and would like to learn 
more about them.  These things might be taken from 
quadrant 3.


For example, at home you might have downloaded a music podcast from the internet, but 
have heard that some science teachers are making their own podcasts and you want to 
know 
how and why they are doing this.  
4. Remainder of rectangle – Outside my experience and/or irrelevant, and I am not interested in developing them

In the remaining space in the rectangle think of any other skills or practices which you are 
aware of in science education, but which fall outside the categories above.  These are things 
you consider not relevant to what you do – however it may be useful for other people to see 
these as they may not have considered them themselves.
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